From the University of Mississippi Medical Center Division of Public Affairs

FREE HIV SCREENING EVENT OFFERS CHANCE TO ‘TAKE THE TEST, TAKE CONTROL’

Media contact: Terra Cousin at (601) 922-0100 or contact@bbims.org
JACKSON, Miss. — To mark the 17" National HIV Testing Day, two Mississippi organizations have
come together to offer a free HIV screening in Jackson, themed, "Take the Test, Take Control.”

The event, scheduled 8 a.m.- 6 p.m. on Wednesday, will be held at Building Bridges, Inc., 2147
Henry Hill Dr., Suite 206 in Jackson.

Building Bridges, Inc., a local non-profit focused on preventing the spread of HIV/AIDS, and the
University of Mississippi Medical Center’s Mississippi Institute for Improvement of Geographic
Minority Health (MIGMH), part of the Delta Regional Institute, partnered for the event.
Organizers plan to test as many people as possible.

National HIV Testing Day gives individuals, groups, organizations and governments a chance to
reflect on the impact of HIV/AIDS, raise awareness, promote education, and encourage people to
get tested and know their status.

MIGMH Director Dr. Warren A. Jones said knowing one’s status is empowering whether the result
is positive or negative.

“The Institute, along with the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Minority
Health, is dedicated to doing our part to increase awareness to prevent the spread of HIV and
help those who may be infected with the disease,” he said.

Free educational information, materials and access to counseling will also be available. WRBJ-FM
97.7 radio personality Tambra Cherie will broadcast remote from the event.
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Please forward this message to colleagues who might be interested. If you wish to be removed
from this list or know of a colleague to add, send an e-mail message to: LAGriffihn@umc.edu.

The University of Mississippi Medical Center, located in Jackson, is the state’s only academic
medical center. University of Mississippi Health Care represents the clinical programs of the
Medical Center and includes University Hospitals and Health System and University Physicians,
the faculty group practice. UMMC encompasses five health science schools, including medicine,
nursing, health related professions, dentistry and graduate studies, as well as the site where
University of Mississippi pharmacy students do their clinical training. The Medical Center’s
threefold mission is to educate tomorrow’s health-care professionals, conduct innovative research
to improve human health, and to provide the highest quality care available to the state’s citizens.
A major goal of the Medical Center is the improvement of the health of Mississippians and the
elimination of health disparities. For more information, contact the Division of Public Affairs at
601-984-1100 or visit us on the Web at umc.edu/publicaffairs




